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Structural Reform of the Family and
the Neoliberalisation of Everyday Life
in Japan

TAKEDA HIROKO

In his most recent major publication, The Culture of the New Capitalism, Richard
Sennett reminds us of the old Weberian thesis that the capitalist economy requires
a particular ‘culture’ which provides a normative code and framework of
behaviour to function, and that the globalised ‘New Economy’ is no exception.
This new culture of capitalism, omnipresent in the workplace as well as across
sites of consumption, is based on an ever-drifting temporal sense (a ‘fresh page
thesis’, in Sennett’s words) and flexible organisations, and thus does not function
as a self-disciplinary principle by delaying gratification, as Weber described in
The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism." Zygmunt Bauman, however,
turns our eyes to a different disciplinary element of contemporary ‘culture’ of
advanced capitalist societies, which separates people into two groups of ‘us’ and
‘them’ with reference to economic productivity and fitness to consume. According
to Bauman, today there are two types of ‘big brother’ that discipline people to get
into line and include them, while simultaneously spotting the ‘unfit’ toexclude. The
selection mechanism posited by Bauman is still as fatal as the Protestant Ethic was,
as, once excluded, there are only slim chances of returning to the world of the
included (‘out; and once out, forever Ofut').2 In this sense, the normative drive
remains crucial in the ‘new’ culture of contemporary capitalist society.

One question to be considered is, then, how different people make (ordo not make)
a shift from the old behaviour pattern to adopt the ‘culture” of the New Capitalism in
response to economic structural change. Using the term ‘graduated sovereignty’,
Aihwa Ong has explored how the transition in the economic structure to the globa-
lised New Economy has affected state —citizen relationships in the rapidly growing
South-ast Asian countries (Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapnre)-‘ The Japanese
state, although situated at a different stage of economic development. is no exception
to these renegotiations of state—citizen relationships. The New Economy that
promoted entrepreneurship and competition based on market principles was regarded
as an external force in the 1990s, when Japan was caught up in a long-term economic
setback. In searching for remedies to improve the condition of the national economy,
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