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Abstract

This article discusses three questions: what is the purpose of ‘democratic’ institutions
and practices in Russia's authoritarian political system; how do these institutions and
practices resonate with Russian public opinion; and how do they relate to the
international democracy-promotion effort in the country? Democratic institutions have
more than a facade, a legitimizing role to play under authoritarianism. They are
relevant to the actual functioning of the regime. State-society relations in Russia should
not be understood in exclusively dichotomous terms. This would underestimate the
measure of popular legitimacy of the incumbent regime in Russia, as it misinterprets
popular perceptions of political democracy. Russians deplore their lack of influence over
what happens in their own country; they are strongly dissatisfied with their human

rights situation, but they do not translate this into a widely shared commitment to civil
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liberties. Judging from regime features and popular opinion in Russia, the poor record of
international democracy assistance in Russia may not come as a surprise. Compared
with ‘traditional’ democracy assistance, rule of law support corresponds more closely
with the (limited) capabilities of external actors, with the priorities of the Russian
citizens as well as with the self-declared ambitions and international commitments of

the Russian leadership.

Keywords:

Russian Federation democracy authoritarianism public opinion international democracy assistance

Additional information

Notes on contributors

André W.M. Gerrits
André W.M. Gerrits is Jean Monnet Professor of European Studies at the

Department of European Studies of the University of Amsterdam and Senior
Research Fellow at the Netherlands Institute of International Relations
Clingendael, the Netherlands. He has published in the field of East
European politics and history. He is currently undertaking research into
international political party assistance in the Balkans and the former Soviet
Union.

Related Research Data

Democracy or autocracy on the march? The colored revolutions as normal dynamics of
patronal presidentialism

Source: Communist and Post-Communist Studies

Debating Democracy Assistance: Sometimes Less Is More

Source: Journal of Democracy

Russia's Transition to Autocracy

Source: Journal of Democracy

The Power and Limits of NGOs


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fj.postcomstud.2006.06.006&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1353%252Fjod.1999.0067&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1353%252Fjod.2008.0022&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.7312%252Fmend12490&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Russian+Federation
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/democracy
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/authoritarianism
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/public+opinion
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/international+democracy+assistance

Source: Unknown Repository

The Real Causes of the Color Revolutions

Source: Journal of Democracy

Conceptions of Democracy Among Mass and Elite in Post-Soviet Societies
Source: British Journal of Political Science

Russia Transformed

Source: Unknown Repository

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
7

The role of external factors in advancing non-liberal democratic forms of political rule: a case study of
Russia's influence on Central Asian regimes >

Nicole J. Jackson
Contemporary Politics
Published online: 24 Mar 2010


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1353%252Fjod.0.0010&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1017%252Fs0007123497000100&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1017%252Fcbo9780511492150&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13569771003593920
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Jackson%2C+Nicole+J

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
X JinJe kol

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy e Taylor& Francis

by informae--
Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

