
 On Tuesday 1 July 2025, 04:00-21:00 GMT, we’ll be making some site updates on Taylor & Francis

Online. You’ll still be able to search, browse and read our articles, where access rights already apply.

Registration, purchasing, activation of tokens, eprints and other features of Your Account will be

unavailable during this scheduled work.

Home   All Journals   Information Science   New Review of Children's Literature and Librarianship

 List of Issues   Volume 10, Issue 1   Validating the veracity: narrative voice ....

Volume 10, 2004 - Issue 1

New Review of Children's Literature and Librarianship 

74

Views 

1

CrossRef citations to date 

0

Altmetric

Original Articles

Validating the veracity: narrative voice and

the construction of authentic histories in

joan o'neill's daisy chain war
Pádraic Whyte

Pages 71-78 | Published online: 16 Aug 2006

 Cite this article   https://doi.org/10.1080/1361454042000294113

     

 

 Full Article  Figures & data   References  Citations   Metrics

  Reprints & Permissions  Read this article  Share

Abstract

By reconsidering recent debates in relation to the construction of history and memory

in literature, I examine the use of the first-person narrative structure in historical fiction

for children. I propose that in certain texts a pseudo-autobiography or ‘memoir-style’ of

fiction is constituted for the implied child reader, where the position of the narrative

voice is used to validate the veracity of both the childhood experience and the

historical period that is documented in the novel. Focussing on Joan O'Neill's best-

selling Daisy Chain War (1990), a tale of growing up in Dublin in the 1940s and 1950s, I

analyse the use of child protagonist Lizzie Doyle as narrator. Theories employed include

Foucault's idea of ‘history of the present’. I also draw upon debates surrounding the



 

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 909 partners store and access personal data,

like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device.

Selecting "I Accept" enables tracking technologies to

support the purposes shown under "we and our partners

process data to provide," whereas selecting "Reject All" or

withdrawing your consent will disable them. If trackers are

disabled, some content and ads you see may not be as

relevant to you. You can resurface this menu to change your

choices or withdraw consent at any time by clicking the

["privacy preferences"] link on the bottom of the webpage

[or the floating icon on the bottom-left of the webpage, if

applicable]. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy. Here

We and our partners process data to provide:

U i l ti d t A ti l d i

I Accept

Reject All

Show Purpose

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/information-science
https://www.tandfonline.com/rcll20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rcll20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rcll20/10/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rcll20/10/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rcll20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Whyte%2C+P%C3%A1draic
https://doi.org/10.1080/1361454042000294113
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5941&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-langlit&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F1361454042000294113&pubId=44602406&placeholderId=1074&productId=1841
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1361454042000294113?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/1361454042000294113?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/1361454042000294113?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/1361454042000294113?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/1361454042000294113?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/1361454042000294113?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1361454042000294113
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F1361454042000294113&title=Validating%20the%20veracity%3A%20narrative%20voice%20and%20the%20construction%20of%20authentic%20histories%20in%20joan%20o%27neill%27s%20daisy%20chain%20war%20%3A%20New%20Review%20of%20Children%27s%20Literature%20and%20Librarianship%3A%20Vol%2010%2C%20No%201
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


writing and revising of history in 1990s Ireland (R. F. Foster's idea of the

commodification of Irish childhood through memoirs) and the position of O'Neill's work

within this cultural framework.
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