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Abstract

The low social status of women and the preference for sons determine a high rate of

sex-selective abortion or, more specifically, female feticide, in South Asian countries.

Although each of them, irrespective of its abortion policy, strictly condemns sex-

selective abortion, data suggest high rates of such procedures in India, Nepal, China

and Bangladesh. This paper reviews the current situation of sex-selective abortion, the

laws related to it and the factors contributing to its occurrence within these countries.

Based on this review, it is concluded that sex selective abortion is a public health issue

as it contributes to high maternal mortality. Abortion policies of South Asian countries

vary greatly and this influences the frequency of reporting of cases. Several socio-

economic factors are responsible for sex-selective abortion including gender
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discriminating cultural practices, irrational national population policies and unethical

use of technology. Wide social change promoting women's status in society should be

instituted whereby women are offered more opportunities for better health, education

and economic participation through gender sensitive policies and programmes. A self-

regulation of the practices in the medical profession and among communities must be

achieved through behavioural change campaigns.

Keywords:

Sex-selective abortion Female feticide Gender discrimination South Asia Social determinants

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

44

Sex Selection: The Systematic Elimination of Girls

Nandini Oomman et al.

Reproductive Health Matters

Published online: 1 May 2002



“But It’s Not That They Don’t Love Their Girls”: Gender Equality, Reproductive Rights and Sex-Selective

Abortion in Britain

Maya Unnithan et al.

Medical Anthropology

Published online: 22 Dec 2021







People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Sex-selective+abortion
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Female+feticide
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Gender+discrimination
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/South+Asia
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Social+determinants
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1016/S0968-8080%2802%2900029-0
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Oomman%2C+Nandini
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01459740.2021.2002857
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Unnithan%2C+Maya


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

