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Abstract

Impressive electoral performances by Podemos in its first European, municipal and

regional elections have not been sustained in the Spanish general elections of

December 2015 and June 2016. In the context of government austerity policies and

systemic political crisis, this radical left populist party has certainly attracted much

support among youth and disadvantaged sectors, and had a great impact on Spain’s

political life, yet so far Podemos has not managed to become the main alternative to

the conservative Popular Party. Its alignment with the old United Left has proved

unproductive and controversial. There have been tensions between the organizational

centralism of the Podemos leadership and a desire for more decentralized expressions

of radical politics in places such as Catalonia, as well as more generally from defenders

of citizen politics or the original protest orientation of the party. For some currents of

the left, Podemos has become too electorally oriented. Other critics point to a failure to

reconcile left-wing objectives with the desire to capitalize on initial transversal appeal,
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extending beyond the traditional support base of the radical left. None the less, with

Spain in a period of political stasis, there are still opportunities for Podemos to play a

more influential role in the future, if it can address the challenges it faces without

suffering schisms in the process.
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Notes

1. The idea of a sorpasso, referring to an ‘overtaking’ of a rival party, became widely

used in the European political lexicon during the 1970s, with speculation that the Italian

Communist Party might finally overtake the Christian Democrats.

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

2

People also read

https://www.addtoany.com/share


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2024 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 3099067 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tandfonline.com/cookies
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

