Taylor & Francis
e Online & !

Home P All Journals » Education P Journal of Education and Work W List of Issues » Volume 30, Issue 4
» The reporting of university league table ....

Journal of Education and Work >
Volume 30, 2017 - Issue 4
2,294 29 11

Views  CrossRef citations to date Altmetric
Articles

The reporting of university league table
employability rankings: a critical review

Fiona Christie &
Pages 403-418 | Received 22 Dec 2014, Accepted 10 Aug 2016, Published online: 26 Aug 2016

66 Cite this article https://doi.org/10.1080/13639080.2016.1224821 | Check forupostes

Sample our .
Education

Journals

>> 5ign in here to start your access
to the latest two volumes for 14 days

Bj Full Article 4] Figures & data & References 66 Citations Ll Metrics

& Reprints & Permissions Read this article

Abstract

Which are the best and worst universities in the UK for getting a job when you
graduate? This question attracts readers of the employability rankings in national
league tables. This study critically reviews the employability measure used in the
rankings and its subsequent reporting in public news and commentary sources, such as
national and local media, student and advisory websites as well as universities and the
publishers themselves. A debate that is constrained by a reproduction of the content
and apparent neutrality of the employability measure in the tables is revealed.
Universities themselves are the most frequent commentators, and echo the content of
the tables fairly uncritically. Analysis leads to a consideration that participants in higher
education may not be served well by a proliferation of information that can lead to
simultaneous over-simplification and obfuscation that does not result in clarity or trust.

| will argue that prospective students and their advisers need to review information that
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is available critically, and that universities individually and collectively should facilitate
the production of a more nuanced narrative about graduate career pathways that is not

controlled by marketing and metrics.
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