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Abstract

Which are the best and worst universities in the UK for getting a job when you
graduate? This question attracts readers of the employability rankings in national
league tables. This study critically reviews the employability measure used in the
rankings and its subsequent reporting in public news and commentary sources, such as
national and local media, student and advisory websites as well as universities and the
publishers themselves. A debate that is constrained by a reproduction of the content
and apparent neutrality of the employability measure in the tables is revealed.
Universities themselves are the most frequent commentators, and echo the content of
the tables fairly uncritically. Analysis leads to a consideration that participants in higher
education may not be served well by a proliferation of information that can lead to
simultaneous over-simplification and obfuscation that does not result in clarity or trust.
| will argue that prospective students and their advisers need to review information that
is available critically, and that universities individually and collectively should facilitate


https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/education
https://www.tandfonline.com/cjew20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cjew20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cjew20/30/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cjew20/30/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cjew20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Christie%2C+Fiona
https://doi.org/10.1080/13639080.2016.1224821
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5932&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-education&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F13639080.2016.1224821&pubId=50909392&placeholderId=1074&productId=1183
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13639080.2016.1224821?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/13639080.2016.1224821?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/13639080.2016.1224821?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/13639080.2016.1224821?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/13639080.2016.1224821?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/13639080.2016.1224821?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13639080.2016.1224821
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F13639080.2016.1224821&title=The%20reporting%20of%20university%20league%20table%20employability%20rankings%3A%20a%20critical%20review%3A%20Journal%20of%20Education%20and%20Work%3A%20Vol%2030%2C%20No%204
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1

the production of a more nuanced narrative about graduate career pathways that is not
controlled by marketing and metrics.

Keywords:
Employability rankings higher education league tables careers advice
Acknowledgements

Acknowledgements to lan Boardman (University of Salford), Dr Steve Dempster and
Professor Murray Saunders, (Lancaster University), Janet Moore (AGCAS Graduate
Labour Market Committee), Professors Erica Burman and Julian Williams (Manchester
University Social Learning Theories course).

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author.

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
A


https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Employability
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/rankings
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/higher+education
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/league+tables
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/careers+advice

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources
by email

QSignmeup
O"M
i o ¥¢|

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions eTaonr&Francis Group

an informa business

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

