
Home   All Journals   Journal of Youth Studies   List of Issues   Volume 17, Issue 8

 Another ‘Missing Middle’? The marginalis ....

Volume 17, 2014 - Issue 8

Journal of Youth Studies 

746

Views 

45

CrossRef citations to date 

0

Altmetric

Original Articles

Another ‘Missing Middle’? The marginalised

majority of tertiary-educated youth in

Portugal during the economic crisis
,David Cairns   &Katarzyna Growiec Nuno de Almeida Alves

Pages 1046-1060 | Received 22 Nov 2012, Accepted 25 Nov 2013, Published online: 22 Jan 2014

 Cite this article   https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2013.878789  

     

 

 Full Article  Figures & data   References  Citations   Metrics

  Reprints & Permissions Read this article

Abstract

This article explores the present and imagined future impact of the Portuguese

economic crisis among tertiary-educated youth in Lisbon. The results of a quantitative

survey and follow-up interviews illustrate that this impact is widespread and

multifaceted, ranging from a perceived devaluation of educational credentials and a

loss of faith in the local job market to feeling unable to contemplate having a family of

one's own. This evidence suggests that diminished future expectations are prevalent

among tertiary-educated Portuguese youth, a situation that has to date attracted

surprisingly little attention in terms of research or policy responses. This finding leads

us to conclude that we may be witnessing a Portuguese ‘missing middle’ phenomenon,

demonstrating a form of youth disadvantage different to that traditionally experienced

in countries such as the UK.
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