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Abstract

Problem gambling has a profound impact on family members. While this has been

previously documented, this paper reports on the first study to consider the extent of

this impact in Asian societies where the family continues to be a very important basis

for social organization. This study, based on in-depth interviews with 50 Singaporeans

with a family member who is a problem or pathological gambler, examines how their

financial, emotional and social well-being is impinged upon by gambling. The enormous

losses of savings, property and lifestyle, the emotional tensions based on constant

harassment from moneylenders, the threats of suicide by the gambler and the

distancing of social networks place family members of problem gamblers in a

vulnerable state. The qualitative data in this paper fleshes out the lived experience of

family members and reveals the extent to which the family is mobilized in Asian

societies to cope with problem gambling. While the impact of problem gambling on

families is similar across societies, routine mobilization of the extended family and the

greater role of public shame and embarrassment in dictating Asian families' responses

underscore the need for specialized services in these societies to assist family



 

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 842 partners store and/or access information on

a device, such as unique IDs in cookies to process personal

data. You may accept or manage your choices by clicking

below, including your right to object where legitimate

interest is used, or at any time in the privacy policy page.

These choices will be signaled to our partners and will not

affect browsing data. Privacy Policy

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device

characteristics for identification. Store and/or access

information on a device. Personalised advertising and

content, advertising and content measurement, audience

research and services development.

List of Partners (vendors)

I Accept

Essential Only

Show Purpose

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/rigs20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rigs20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rigs20/13/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rigs20/13/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rigs20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Mathews%2C+Mathew
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Volberg%2C+Rachel
https://doi.org/10.1080/14459795.2012.731422
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5949&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-sportleisure&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F14459795.2012.731422&pubId=45757685&placeholderId=1074&productId=1604
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14459795.2012.731422?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/14459795.2012.731422?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/14459795.2012.731422?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/14459795.2012.731422?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/14459795.2012.731422?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/14459795.2012.731422?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14459795.2012.731422
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


Related Research Data

Parents of young gamblers

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

Linked Lives: Adult Children’s Experiences of Late Onset Parental Gambling Problems

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

How Can Partners Influence the Gambling Habits of Their Gambler Spouse

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

Chinese and English Probabilistic Thinking and Risk Taking in Gambling

Source: SAGE Publications

Children of Gamblers Anonymous members

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

Problem Gambling and its Impact on Families: A Literature Review

Source: Informa UK Limited

Gambling-related harm as reported by concerned significant others: a systematic

review and meta-synthesis of empirical studies

Source: Informa UK Limited

Public health effects of gambling – debate on a conceptual model

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

Social cost of pathological gambling

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

Parents of male compulsive gamblers: Clinical issues/treatment approaches

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

The Experience of Couples in the Process of Treatment of Pathological Gambling:

Couple vs. Individual Therapy.

members to better cope with the financial, emotional and social strains caused by

problem gambling.

 Keywords: families gambling Asian

Acknowledgements

The authors acknowledge the generous funding of the Ministry of Community, Youth

and Sports, Singapore, towards completing this research.

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fbf01672432&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fs11469-007-9077-5&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fs10899-019-09917-1&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F0022022105278545&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fbf01672428&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F14459790600644176&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F13229400.2018.1513856&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1186%252Fs12889-019-7391-z&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fbf02104905&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fbf01672433&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.3389%252Ffpsyg.2017.02344&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/families
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/gambling
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Asian


Source: Frontiers Media SA

Asian Values, Authoritarianism and Capitalism in Singapore

Source: Informa UK Limited

Pathological gamblers and their spouses: Problems in interaction

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

Cocreating Life Pathways: Problem Gambling and its Impact on Families:

Source: SAGE Publications

Children of problem gamblers

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

Pathological gambling: Psychosomatic, emotional and marital difficulties as reported

by the spouse

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

For Worse, for Poorer and in Ill Health: How Women Experience, Understand and

Respond to a Partner’s Gambling Problems

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

Family environment and length of recovery for married male members of Gamblers

Anonymous and female members of GamAnon

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

Gender-Related Differences in the Characteristics of Problem Gamblers Using a

Gambling Helpline

Source: American Psychiatric Association Publishing

The experience of pervasive loss: children and young people living in a family where

parental gambling is a problem.

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

Til Debt Do Us Part: Comparing Gambling Harms Between Gamblers and Their Spouses

Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

Pathological Gambling and the Family: Practice Implications:

Source: SAGE Publications

The impact of pathological gambling on the spouse of the gambler

Source: Wiley

“Narratives of our past:” Taking a journey through history for collective well-being

Source: Wiley

Costs and Treatment of Pathological Gambling

Source: SAGE Publications

The experience of living with a problem gambler: Spouses and partners speak out

Source: Journal of Gambling Issues

Gambling Across Cultures: Mapping Worldwide Occurrence and Learning from

Ethnographic Comparison

Source: Informa UK Limited

Problem Gambling Within a Chinese Speaking Community

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F13183222.2001.11008771&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fbf01019758&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F1066480709357898&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fbf01672427&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fbf01043525&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fs11469-008-9173-1&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fbf01014626&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1176%252Fappi.ajp.158.9.1500&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1023%252Fa%253A1014536315167&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fs10899-019-09826-3&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F104438949507600402&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1002%252F1520-6629%2528198301%252911%253A1%253C67%253A%253Aaid-jcop2290110107%253E3.0.co%253B2-o&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Fajsp.12333&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F0002716298556001012&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.4309%252Fjgi.2005.13.6&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F14459790500097913&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1023%252Fa%253A1023073026236&type=Scholix


Source: Springer Science and Business Media LLC

 

Linking provided by  

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

39

Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2024 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 3099067 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

People also read

https://scholexplorer.openaire.eu/
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tandfonline.com/cookies
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.addtoany.com/share

