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Abstract

Problem gambling has a profound impact on family members. While this has been

previously documented, this paper reports on the first study to consider the extent of

this impact in Asian societies where the family continues to be a very important basis

for social organization. This study, based on in-depth interviews with 50 Singaporeans

with a family member who is a problem or pathological gambler, examines how their

financial, emotional and social well-being is impinged upon by gambling. The enormous

losses of savings, property and lifestyle, the emotional tensions based on constant

harassment from moneylenders, the threats of suicide by the gambler and the

distancing of social networks place family members of problem gamblers in a

vulnerable state. The qualitative data in this paper fleshes out the lived experience of

family members and reveals the extent to which the family is mobilized in Asian
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Asian Values, Authoritarianism and Capitalism in Singapore

societies to cope with problem gambling. While the impact of problem gambling on

families is similar across societies, routine mobilization of the extended family and the

greater role of public shame and embarrassment in dictating Asian families' responses

underscore the need for specialized services in these societies to assist family

members to better cope with the financial, emotional and social strains caused by

problem gambling.

Keywords:

families gambling Asian

Acknowledgements

The authors acknowledge the generous funding of the Ministry of Community, Youth

and Sports, Singapore, towards completing this research.

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fbf01672432&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fs11469-007-9077-5&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F0022022105278545&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fbf01672428&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F14459790600644176&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fbf02104905&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fbf01672433&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F13183222.2001.11008771&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/families
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/gambling
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Asian


Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

58

How gambling harms the wellbeing of family and others: a review

Catherine Tulloch et al.

International Gambling Studies

Published online: 22 Nov 2021



Problem Gambling and its Impact on Families: A Literature Review

Ruth Grant Kalischuk et al.

International Gambling Studies

Published online: 17 Feb 2007



Problem Gambling and Families: A Systematic Review

Toula Kourgiantakis MSW RMFT et al.

Journal of Social Work Practice in the Addictions

Published online: 13 Nov 2013



View more

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14459795.2021.2002384
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Tulloch%2C+Catherine
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14459790600644176
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Kalischuk%2C+Ruth+Grant
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1533256X.2013.838130
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Kourgiantakis%2C+Toula


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

Taylor and Francis

Group

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

