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ABSTRACT

This article is a retrospective study of the shifting priorities and stakeholders over the

last four decades of Australia’s mine rehabilitation and closure practices. We map the

evolution of knowledge, stakeholder involvement, and community awareness of mining

socio-environmental risks and impacts to show how mine rehabilitation and closure

practices have evolved over time. We conclude that shifting priorities have transitioned

through three phases as understandings of the priorities for successful closure evolved.

An initial focus on biophysical rehabilitation within the boundaries of individual mines

has extended to currently attend to management of risks that extend beyond the

boundaries and include social dimensions. These practices are guided by a desire for

improved engagement processes and agreement on outcomes for post-mining

landscapes.

 KEYWORDS: Mine rehabilitation mine closure legacy risks liability stakeholder engagement



 

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 878 partners store and access personal data,

like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device.

Selecting I Accept enables tracking technologies to support

the purposes shown under we and our partners process data

to provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent

will disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and

ads you see may not be as relevant to you. You can

resurface this menu to change your choices or withdraw

consent at any time by clicking the Show Purposes link on

the bottom of the webpage .Your choices will have effect

within our Website. For more details, refer to our Privacy

Policy. Here

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device

h t i ti f id tifi ti St d/

I Accept

Reject All

Show Purpose

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/environment-and-sustainability
https://www.tandfonline.com/tjem20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/tjem20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tjem20/27/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tjem20/27/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/tjem20
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1982-6967
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Unger%2C+Corinne+J
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7631-9462
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Everingham%2C+Jo-Anne
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2919-2790
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bond%2C+Carol+J
https://doi.org/10.1080/14486563.2020.1719440
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5934&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-enviroagriculture&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F14486563.2020.1719440&pubId=53450635&placeholderId=1074&productId=1834
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14486563.2020.1719440?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/14486563.2020.1719440?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/14486563.2020.1719440?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/14486563.2020.1719440?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/14486563.2020.1719440?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/14486563.2020.1719440?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14486563.2020.1719440
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F14486563.2020.1719440&title=Transition%20or%20transformation%3A%20shifting%20priorities%20and%20stakeholders%20in%20Australian%20mined%20land%20rehabilitation%20and%20closure%3A%20Australasian%20Journal%20of%20Environmental%20Management%3A%20Vol%2027%2C%20No%201
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Mine+rehabilitation
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/mine+closure
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/legacy+risks
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/liability
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/stakeholder+engagement
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


Acknowledgements

This article builds on data gathered for an Australian Senate Inquiry submission (Unger

2017). The authors would like to thank the anonymous reviewers who gave valuable

feedback on earlier drafts which enabled us to improve the article.

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the authors.

ORCID

Corinne J. Unger http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1982-6967

Jo-Anne Everingham http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7631-9462

Carol J. Bond http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2919-2790

Additional information

Funding

The first author is the recipient of a Coal Minesite Rehabilitation Trust Fund post-

graduate scholarship from the Queensland Resources Council and Queensland

Government.

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

28

People also read

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1982-6967
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7631-9462
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2919-2790


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tandfonline.com/cookies
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

