Taylor & Francis
e Online & !

Home P All Journals » Social Sciences P Feminist Media Studies P List of Issues » Volume 15, Issue 6
» Putting Her on the Shelf

Feminist Media Studies >
Volume 15, 2015 - Issue 6

1,766 4 2

Views  CrossRef citations to date Altmetric
Articles

Putting Her on the Shelf

Pop star fragrances and post-feminist entrepreneurialism

Alyxandra Vesey
Pages 992-1008 | Published online: 27 Apr 2015

66 Cite this article https://doi.org/10.1080/14680777.2015.1033639 @Dtk forupctes

i

Sample our -
Information Science

Journals

== 5lgn in here to start your access
to the latest two volumes for 14 days

Bj Full Article 4] Figures & data & References 66 Citations Ll Metrics

& Reprints & Permissions Read this article

Abstract

This article analyzes discourse around pop stars Katy Perry and Nicki Minaj as fragrance
spokeswomen. It mobilizes the term “post-feminist entrepreneurialism” to describe
business strategies for female recording artists representing themselves as workers and
capitalist subjects through the endorsement of mass-produced, hegemonically feminine
consumer products that exploit individual brands to engender feelings of proximity and
empowerment in consumers. Because such entrepreneurial efforts extend female pop
stars' industrial viability, post-feminist entrepreneurialism is defined through a critical
reclamation of “shelf life,” or the timespan that a commodity can be stored before it
spoils. This concept is meaningful for female celebrities who embody the passage of
time in complex ways and defend themselves against industrial and cultural
perceptions of their own disposability. Post-feminist entrepreneurialism describes the
contradiction between empowerment and the erasure of agency for such media
professionals. Thus “shelf life” metaphorizes the affective registers embedded within
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the consumption of endorsed products and the demands placed on female pop stars to

sell normatively feminine ancillary properties.

Keywords::

post-feminist entrepreneurialism perfume labor stardom music

Acknowledgements

The author received no financial support for the research, authorship, and/or
publication of this article.

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author.

Additional information

Notes on contributors

Alyxandra Vesey

Alyxandra Vesey is a feminist media scholar who uses industry and
production studies approaches to explore the relationship(s) between
gender, labor, and music. Her dissertation analyzes identity and music-
based intermediary practices in post-network television. Her work has
appeared in Antenna, Flow, In Media Res, The Moving Image, Cinema
Journal, Studies in French Cinema, and Saturday Night Live and American
TV. She is also an editor for Antenna and The Velvet Light Trap. E-mail:
vesey@wisc.edu.



https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/post-feminist+entrepreneurialism
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/perfume
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/labor
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/stardom
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/music
mailto:vesey@wisc.edu

Related Research Data

Buying Beyoncé

Source: Celebrity Studies

Cultural entrepreneurs, cultural entrepreneurship: Music producers mobilising and
converting Bourdieu's alternative capitals

Source: Poetics

Readingheat: The meanings and pleasures of star fashions and celebrity gossip
Source: Continuum

Introduction

Source: Unknown Repository

3. The Gendered Face of Latinidad

Source: Unknown Repository

Celebrity and the Media

Source: Unknown Repository

What's Your Flava?

Source: Unknown Repository

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
4



https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F19392397.2010.482262&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fj.poetic.2012.03.002&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F10304310802227947&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1093%252Facprof%253Aoso%252F9780199268771.003.0001&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.18574%252Fnyu%252F9780814737309.003.0003&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252F978-1-137-38249-8&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2307%252Fj.ctv1210217.12&type=Scholix

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources
by email

QSignmeup
O"M
i o ¥¢|

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions eTaonr&Francis Group

an informa business

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

