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Abstract

This paper brings the temporalities of the global e-waste recycling trade into the
temporal reckonings of speed, acceleration, and simultaneity typically associated with
information and communications technologies (ICTs). Following feminist philosopher
Sofia, it begins with a reconsideration of theories of technology as they relate to time
and the environment. The second part of the paper suggests that recycling practices do
not address the tempos of production, especially planned obsolescence. Bringing
together Nixon's concept of slow violence with Sofia's theory of container technologies,
this paper interrogates the speed, acceleration, and simultaneity often attributed to
ICTs and globalization to argue that planned obsolescence functions as a type of slow

violence, and that it structures the environmental politics of the information age.

Keywords:


https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/politics-and-international-relations
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rglo20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rglo20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rglo20/13/3
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rglo20/13/3
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rglo20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/LeBel%2C+Sabine
https://doi.org/10.1080/14747731.2015.1056492
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5929&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-devstudies%0A&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F14747731.2015.1056492&pubId=49777878&placeholderId=1074&productId=1830
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14747731.2015.1056492?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/14747731.2015.1056492?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/14747731.2015.1056492?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/14747731.2015.1056492?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/14747731.2015.1056492?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/14747731.2015.1056492?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14747731.2015.1056492
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F14747731.2015.1056492&title=Fast%20Machines%2C%20Slow%20Violence%3A%20ICTs%2C%20Planned%20Obsolescence%2C%20and%20E-waste%3A%20Globalizations%3A%20Vol%2013%2C%20No%203
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1

time e-waste ICTs recycling planned obsolescence

( Previous article View issue table of contents Next article )

Disclosure Statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author.

Notes

1 There are arguably many other ways of understanding time at work here, but | focus
only on the speeds typically associated with ICTs in discussions of time, technology, and
globalization. See Nixon's (2011) Slow violence and Adam's (1998) Timescapes of
modernity for discussions of the other timescapes of technology and nature.

2 For a fascinating account of the containment problems of ocean vessels, see Moby
Duck, which describes the journey of a plastic duck bath toy that travels the oceans

after containers are lost at sea.
3 See Smith, Sonnenfeld, and Pellow's Challenging the chip (2006).

4 Apple defines ‘vintage’ computers as those between five and seven years old and

‘Genius Bars’ will not service them.
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