Taylor & Francis
e Online & !

Home » All Journals » Economics, Finance & Business P Emerging Markets Finance and Trade
» List of Issues P Volume 56, Issue 10 » The Response of the Labor Force Particip ....

Emerging Markets Finance and Trade >
Volume 56, 2020 - Issue 10: Special Issue: Research on Pandemics

1,580 64 0

Views  CrossRef citations to date Altmetric
Research Article

The Response of the Labor Force
Participation Rate to an Epidemic: Evidence
from a Cross-Country Analysis

Zhen Yu, Yao Xiao & ©© & Yuankun Li
Pages 2390-2407 | Published online: 25 Jul 2020

’ '.) Check for updates

66 Cite this article https://doi.org/10.1080/1540496X.2020.1787149

Sample our
Economics, Finance,

Business & Industry Journals

>> Sign in here to start your access
to the latest two volumes for 14 days

B Full Article [ia) Figures & data & References 66 Citations Ll Metrics

& Reprints & Permissions Read this article

ABSTRACT

Coupled with data on the occurrence of historical epidemics, this study examines the
impact of an epidemic on the labor force participation rate of the affected country. We
find robust evidence that the outbreak of an epidemic alters human behavior and
negatively affects the labor force participation rate. The negative impact could be
attributed to cultural attitudes toward uncertainty avoidance. A country with a higher
uncertainty avoidance index will suffer from a more significant decline in the labor force
participation rate. The negative impact is more pronounced among males and younger
workers in low- and middle-income countries.
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