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Abstract

Drawing upon original research examining urban agriculture projects in Denver,

Colorado, this article explores the “growing” metaphor used in community

development circles, especially those involving food-growing schemes. The authors

propose the following analytic distinction: above ground/below ground. The former

refers to those capitals we count as community development scholars, whereas the

latter speaks to the values shaping the capitals that community members feel ought to

count. The article also brings together previously disparate literatures that have more

in common than their respective track records suggest – the (above ground) community

capitals and (below ground) diverse economies approaches. While explorative, this

article aims to help others understand the complex processes involved in not only the
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generating of community capitals but in the practices and discourses that lead to them

being valued by stakeholders.

Keywords:

Community capitals diverse economies food justice social capital urban agriculture

Acknowledgments

The authors want to thank Dr. John Green and the anonymous referees for their helpful

comments and suggestions. Thanks also to all those who participated in this research.

Finally, the authors are deeply grateful to Dr. Cornelia Flora and Dr. Jan Flora for their

support and collegiality (which was on full display on May 21, 2015, when they led an

all-day Community Capitals workshop on the campus of Colorado State University at

the request of Michael). The arguments herein contained, however, are the authors’

own.

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

30

‘Dig In’ to Social Capital: Community Gardens as Mechanisms for Growing Urban Social

Connectedness

Jonathan ‘Yotti’ Kingsley et al.

Urban Policy and Research

Published online: 14 Feb 2007



People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Community+capitals
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/diverse+economies
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/food+justice
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/social+capital
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/urban+agriculture
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/08111140601035200?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/%27Yotti%27+Kingsley%2C+Jonathan


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

