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Abstract

The development of private higher education in China is an important area of policy

concern and for academic research, especially under the conditions of globalization.

This article reviews the current situation and forecasts the likely trend in several key

areas, such as governmental regulation, funds and competition for enrolments. The

article focuses specifically on how this process affects access to high-quality private

higher education and the acquisition of labour market qualifications by low-income

students. It warns against social stratification, aggravated by regional diversity, and

suggests that the Chinese government and other stakeholders work together to use

globalization to build a more socially equitable private higher education system in

China. Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and inter-governmental organizations

(IGOs) in particular should play a more important role in developing Chinese private

higher education. Further research should pay attention to the experience of students

 Log in  |  Register



About Cookies On This Site

We and our partners use cookies to enhance your website

experience, learn how our site is used, offer personalised

features, measure the effectiveness of our services, and

tailor content and ads to your interests while you navigate

on the web or interact with us across devices. You can

choose to accept all of these cookies or only essential

cookies. To learn more or manage your preferences, click

“Settings”. For further information about the data we collect

from you, please see our Privacy Policy

Accept All

Essential Only

Settings

https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/reke20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/reke20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/reke20/2/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/reke20/2/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/reke20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/FengLiang%2C+Li
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Morgan%2C+W+John
https://doi.org/10.1080/17496890801987016
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5931&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-efbi&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F17496890801987016&pubId=40728531&placeholderId=1074&productId=3092
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17496890801987016?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/17496890801987016?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/17496890801987016?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/17496890801987016?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/17496890801987016?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/17496890801987016?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/17496890801987016
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showLogin?uri=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F17496890801987016
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/registration?redirectUri=%2F
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


from specific low-income groups and to the relationship between NGOs, IGOs and the

Chinese State. Their interaction will determine the degree of social stratification and

influence other issues, such as the development of the graduate labour market. The

opportunity for comparative studies, drawing upon experience elsewhere, should also

be considered. As a contribution to this, the article is based upon recent Chinese data

and analyses not available previously to a non-Chinese-speaking audience.
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Notes

An earlier version of this article was presented at the biennial conference of the British

Association for International and Comparative Education, Queen's University, Belfast, 8–

10 September 2006.
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