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ABSTRACT

This study examines how American newspapers made sense of the issue of fake news.
By analysing newspaper editorials and considering the problem of fake news as a
critical incident confronting journalism, this study found that news organizations in the
US recognize fake news as a social problem while acknowledging the challenge in
defining it. They generally considered fake news as a social media phenomenon
thriving on political polarization driven by mostly ideological, but sometimes also
financial, motivations. Therefore, they assigned blame for the rise of fake news to the
current political environment, to technological platforms Google and Facebook, and to
audiences.

KEYWORDS:

Boundary work critical incident editorials fake news  journalism social media


https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/humanities
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rjop20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rjop20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjop20/13/6
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjop20/13/6
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rjop20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Tandoc%2C+Edson+C+Jr
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Jenkins%2C+Joy
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Craft%2C+Stephanie
https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2018.1562958
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5939&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-humanities&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F17512786.2018.1562958&pubId=52888625&placeholderId=1074&productId=1837
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17512786.2018.1562958?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/17512786.2018.1562958?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/17512786.2018.1562958?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/17512786.2018.1562958?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/17512786.2018.1562958?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/17512786.2018.1562958?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/17512786.2018.1562958
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F17512786.2018.1562958&title=Fake%20News%20as%20a%20Critical%20Incident%20in%20Journalism%3A%20Journalism%20Practice%3A%20Vol%2013%2C%20No%206
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Boundary+work
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/critical+incident
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/editorials
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/fake+news
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/journalism
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/social+media
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1

< Previous article View issue table of contents Next article )

Acknowledgements

The authors wish to thank Lim Wenliang Darren and Muhammad Syafiqg Bin Muhammad
Shahiddin who helped in finding, collecting, and sorting the sample of editorial articles

for this study. They were undergraduate students at Nanyang Technological University

Singapore (NTU) at the time of data collection and took part in the university’s

Undergraduate Research Experience on Campus (URECA) program.

Disclosure Statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the authors.

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
112

PHOTOJOURNALISM: Do people matter? Then photojournalism matters >

Julianne H. Newton
Journalism Practice
Published online: 26 Feb 2009

Defining “Fake News”: A typology of scholarly definitions >

Edson C. Tandoc Jr. et al.
Digital Journalism
Published online: 30 Aug 2017

Truth is What Happens to News: On journalism, fake news, and post-truth >

Silvio Waisbord
Journalism Studies
Published online: 6 Jul 2018

View more



https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17512786.2018.1547655
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjop20/13/6?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17512786.2018.1555006
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17512780802681363
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Newton%2C+Julianne+H
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21670811.2017.1360143
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Tandoc%2C+Edson+C+Jr
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1461670X.2018.1492881
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Waisbord%2C+Silvio

Information for Open access
Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals
Editors Open Select
Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom
Accelerated publication All journals
Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
You N
OB e
Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited  Privacy policy e Taylor & Francis

by informas.-
Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

