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Abstract

Jean-Baptiste Say sought to make the subject of political economy known to a wide

public and taught it right up to the last few weeks of his life. The object of this article is

to understand why, according to Say, political economy is worth studying. It is

worthwhile, because as he explains from 1800 onwards, it is capable of making men

more virtuous and societies more civilised. In order to do this, it must establish

irrefutable truths. According to him this is possible thanks to use of the experimental

method which in political economy enables the establishment of laws as sound as those

that exist in the field of physics. Once they are known, these laws help individuals to

act according to their true interests, enabling them to improve their material

conditions. The material affluence favoured by the knowledge of political economy

contributes to men’s fulfilment and makes nations more civilised.

Previous article View issue table of contents Next article 



 

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/economics-finance-business-industry
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rher20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rher20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rher20/55/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rher20/55/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rher20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Jacoud%2C+Gilles
https://doi.org/10.1080/18386318.2012.11682191
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5931&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-efbi&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F18386318.2012.11682191&pubId=49809604&placeholderId=1074&productId=3092
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/18386318.2012.11682191?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/18386318.2012.11682191?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/18386318.2012.11682191?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/18386318.2012.11682191?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/18386318.2012.11682191
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F18386318.2012.11682191&title=Why%20Does%20Jean-Baptiste%20Say%20Think%20Economics%20is%20Worth%20Studying%3F%3A%20History%20of%20Economics%20Review%3A%20Vol%2055%2C%20No%201
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/18386318.2012.11682190
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rher20/55/1?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/18386318.2012.11682192
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1


Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

5

Jean-Baptiste Say's First Visit to England (1785/6)

Brian Lancaster

History of European Ideas

Published online: 10 Mar 2015



Say and Ricardo on value and distribution

Christian Gehrke et al.

The European Journal of the History of Economic Thought

Published online: 18 Oct 2010



Why is money important in Jean-Baptiste Say's analysis?

Gilles Jacoud

The European Journal of the History of Economic Thought

Published online: 11 Apr 2016



People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/18386318.2012.11682190
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rher20/55/1?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/18386318.2012.11682192
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01916599.2014.989676
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Lancaster%2C+Brian
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09672560110079494
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Gehrke%2C+Christian
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09672567.2016.1159239
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Jacoud%2C+Gilles


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

