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ABSTRACT

Growth in the rural non-farm economy can boost local agricultural production in

developing countries. Income from rural non-farm activities to subsidize agricultural

production can be a remedy for inadequate access to credit and can help reverse

declines in agricultural production and productivity. The effect of rural non-farm income

(RNFI) on smallholder vegetable crop investments in southwestern Nigeria was

examined. Multistage sampling was used to select 407 small-scale vegetable farmers

actively involved in rural non-farm activities (RNFA). Data on farm production, financing

sources, and amount invested were elicited from farmers through a survey conducted

between March and August. Data analyses involved use of descriptive and Tobit

regression statistics. Average age of farmers was 43.8 years; 24.1% were nonnatives of

the community, 53.8% had only primary education, and average household size was

about six persons. Average farm size was 1.02 ha. The most common cropping system
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used was the intercrop of short duration annuals involving

cassava/yam/maize/vegetables. RNFAs used family as the only source of labor. Average

annual RNFI realized was N107,854.3 (N165.7 = US$1) of which N14,988.08 (13.9%)

was invested in crop production. Female farmers invested as much as three times of

RNFI realized than their male counterparts in crop production. About 77.2% of

investment was for labor in farms due to the labor-intensive nature of production. Tobit

regression analysis indicated that farm size, farming experience, farmer dependency

ratio, rural road infrastructure, and native status were factors influencing the proportion

of RNFI invested in crop production. In the aggregate, RNFI marginally subsidizes

vegetable crop production because the bulk of RNFI realized by small-scale producers

was used to provide food and other household (health, education, social functions)

consumption needs.

KEYWORDS:

Smallholder farmers crop investment rural non-farm income censored regression Nigeria

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

3

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Smallholder+farmers
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/crop+investment
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/rural+non-farm+income
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/censored+regression
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Nigeria


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tandfonline.com/cookies
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

