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ABSTRACT

This qualitative study focuses on the use of extortion and kidnapping for ransom as

sources of financing terrorism by the Kurdistan Worker’s Party, which is popularly

known by its acronym ‘PKK’. Using in-depth interviews with kidnapped businesspeople

as its primary method, this study investigates extortion/kidnapping incidents

committed by the PKK as the group’s primary mode of operation. The rationale of

kidnapped/extorted businesspeople for accepting to pay a ransom, its impacts on

businesses, and the Turkish government’s ineffective protection of the business people

in the PKK terror zone in the Southeast of Turkey are examined. Our findings show that

most business people/companies in the terror region in Turkey accept paying a ransom

to continue their businesses. It was also found that businesspeople denied their kidnap

after their releases by the PKK to avoid negative public image.



 

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/behavioral-sciences
https://www.tandfonline.com/rirt20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rirt20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rirt20/13/3
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rirt20/13/3
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rirt20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Koseli%2C+Mutlu
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9565-4821
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Ekici%2C+Niyazi
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Eren%2C+Murat+Erkan
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bitner%2C+Christopher
https://doi.org/10.1080/19434472.2020.1745257
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=110822&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-socialsciences&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F19434472.2020.1745257&pubId=54773990&placeholderId=1074&productId=1847
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19434472.2020.1745257?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/19434472.2020.1745257?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/19434472.2020.1745257?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/19434472.2020.1745257?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/19434472.2020.1745257?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/19434472.2020.1745257?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19434472.2020.1745257
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F19434472.2020.1745257&title=Use%20of%20kidnapping%20and%20extortion%20as%20a%20tool%20for%20financing%20terrorism%3A%20the%20case%20of%20the%20PKK%3A%20Behavioral%20Sciences%20of%20Terrorism%20and%20Political%20Aggression%3A%20Vol%2013%2C%20No%203
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1


KEYWORDS:

Terrorism financing kidnapping extortion PKK

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author(s).

Additional information

Notes on contributors

Mutlu Koseli

Dr. Mutlu koseli is a former counterterrorism and criminal intelligence police

chief. He has an MS in criminal justice from the University of North Texas

and a Ph.D. in Public Policy and Administration from Virginia

Commonwealth University. Dr. Koseli teaches courses in cybercrime,

homeland security, terrorism and counterterrorism.

Niyazi Ekici

Niyazi Ekici is an assistant professor in the School of Law Enforcement and

Justice Administration at Western Illinois University. Dr. Ekici earned a Ph.D.

from Rutgers University, School of Criminal Justice. He has 18 years policing

experience atdifferent ranks and policing units including crime

investigation, terrorism, and police training. Dr. Ekici lectures about

terrorism, theories of crime, community policing, contemporary policing

methods, public and private security, criminaljustice systems, statistics,

and research methods at undergraduate and graduate levels.

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Terrorism+financing
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/kidnapping
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/extortion
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/PKK


Murat Erkan Eren

Dr. Murat Erkan Eren has a PhD in Information Science from University of

North Texas. He is an experienced counter terrorism professional and

served as chief of anti-terrorism unit in many provinces of Turkey. He wrote

many journal articles and book chapters on homeland security and counter

terrorism.

Christopher Bitner

Chris Bitner is an assistant professor in the School of Law Enforcement and

Justice Administration at Western Illinois University. His research focuses on

police work-groups, hiring/training, work climate, performance, supervision,

and ethics.

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

8

People also read



Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

Taylor and

Francis Group

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

