Taylor & Francis
e Online & !

Home P All Journals » Area Studies P Journal of Arabian Studies » List of Issues » Volume 9, Issue 2
» The Gulf's Eastward Turn: The Logic of G ....

Journal of Arabian Studies >
Arabia, the Gulf, and the Red Sea

Volume 9, 2019 - Issue 2

651 10 8

Views CrossRef citations to date Altmetric
SPECIAL SECTION: China and the Arab Gulf: Developing a Multidisciplinary Approach

The Gult’s Eastward Turn: The Logic of Gulf-
China Economic Ties

Karen E. Young &
Pages 236-252 | Published online: 24 jun 2020

66 Cite this article https://doi.org/10.1080/21534764.2019.1768655 | checcforupctes

Sample our
Area Studies

Journals

=> 5ign in here to start your access
to the latest two volumes for 14 days

Bj Full Article 4l Figures & data & References 66 Citations Ll Metrics

& Reprints & Permissions Read this article

Abstract

This article traces some of the patterns of investment and financial flows between
China and the Arab Gulf states. Building on an emerging literature of Gulf-China
relations, and Middle East-China relations more generally, it identifies specific flows of
investment in the Gulf states, export destinations of Gulf energy products, and the
institutional networks of development finance between the Gulf and China. Based on
the specific demands of the Arab Gulf states and their shared efforts to diversify their
economies away from oil and gas dependency, the research suggests that the current
orientation toward China, and Asia more broadly, is a bridge strategy to create a next-
generation energy market and future market access in expected areas of consumer
growth. The Gulf and China need each other, but the strategies developing now are

also oriented toward future growth in India and the Horn of Africa and in transport and
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trade flows. This future growth will cement the Arab Gulf states as central to developing

economies and our shared global economy.
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