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Abstract

When communicating with farmers and ranchers, land conservation professionals would
be better equipped if they understood key influences on their target audience's
decisions to permanently preserve their land from development. This study predicted
key factors influencing rancher engagement in a conservation easement (CE)
agreement. Specifically, theory of planned behavior, trust, environmental identity, past
behavior, perceptions of specific CE characteristics and selected participant
demographics were used as predictors. A mixed-methods approach was applied
involving interviews, a two-phase pilot study, and a statewide mail-administered
guestionnaire. Final interview domains guided the quantitative survey instrument,
which was administered to 1,000 Florida cattle ranchers. A 60% response rate was
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received. Multiple linear regression demonstrated ranchers were more likely to enter
into a CE agreement if they 1) had a positive attitude about the outcomes associated
with CEs; 2) felt influential others would positively support CEs; 3) indicated higher
trust in conservation organizations and agencies; 4) believed their land had significant
conservation value; 5) supported sale or donation of certain property rights; and 6)
were positively influenced by financial incentives, primarily estate tax deductions.
These six variables explained over 50% of intent to engage in a CE agreement.
Understanding these influences will aid land conservationists in their future

communication efforts with farmers and ranchers.

Keywords:

land conservation sustainability tailored design method theory of planned behavior communication

Related Research Data

A Potential Natural Treatment for Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder: Evidence
From a National Study

Source: American Journal of Public Health

Viewpoint: Sustaining Rangeland Landscapes: A Social and Ecological Process
Source: Journal of Range Management

Socioeconomic Behavior of Cattle Ranchers, with Implications for Rural Community
Development in the West

Source: American Journal of Agricultural Economics

Some Psycholog Ical Benefits of Gardening

Source: Environment and Behavior

The psychology of attitudes. A.H. Eagly & S. Chaiken. Fort Worth, TX: Harcourt, Brace,
& Janovich, 1993, 794 pp. Reviewed by Christopher Leone, University of North Florida
Source: Psychology and Marketing

The Ecology and Economics of Florida's Ranches

Source: EDIS

Related research @


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2105%252Fajph.94.9.1580&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2307%252F4002689&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2307%252F1238704&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F001391657300500202&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1002%252Fmar.4220120509&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.32473%252Fedis-uw202-2004&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/land+conservation
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/sustainability
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/tailored+design+method
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/theory+of+planned+behavior
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/communication

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
32

Factors Impacting Agricultural Landowners' Willingness to Enter into Conservation Easements: A Case
Study >

Ashley D. Miller et al.
Society & Natural Resources
Published online: 24 Sep 2010

Conservation Outcomes and Social Relations: A Comparative Study of Private Ranchland Conservation
Easements >

Adena R. Rissman et al.
Society & Natural Resources
Published online: 20 Sep 2011


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/08941920802684146?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Miller%2C+Ashley+D
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/08941920.2011.580419?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Rissman%2C+Adena+R

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources
by email

QSignmeup
O"M
i o ¥¢|

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions eTaonr&Francis Group

an informa business

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

