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Abstract

Upon recognizing a need for a center of western oriented university education, an

initiative committee including representatives from the Republic of Bulgaria, the city of

Blagoevgrad, and the University of Maine obtained support from philanthropist George

Soros's Open Society Institute and the U.S. Agency for International Development

(USAID) to start a university in Bulgaria in 1991. The hallmark of its existence was that

its programs would be oriented toward teaching democratic values through the

American liberal arts tradition. Instruction would be in English so it could draw on

students throughout the region if they were proficient in English. The university has

grown from a small enrollment of 208 students to over 700 students in several

disciplines in the humanities and social sciences. As the American University in Bulgaria

(AUBG) has become a regional institution, the AUBG–USAID relationship has been
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crucial. Now it is beginning to offer an EMBA program and has developed an excellent

reputation through its graduated students.
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Notes

Figures are for 2002 for Bulgaria and Albania. CIA World Factbook.

Students graduating in the class of 2003 came from Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan,

Belarus, Bulgaria, Georgia, Iceland, Kazakhstan, Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova,

Mongolia, Romania, Serbia and Montenegro, and the United States.

For a brief discussion of the Bulgarian ethnic model, see: United Nations Development

Program. Putting Tolerance First.

a

b

c

Related research 

Cited byRecommended articles

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/American+University+in+Bulgaria
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Bulgaria
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/USAID
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Higher+education+in+Southeast+Europe


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

