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Abstract

Since their inception by Walter Shewhart in the late 1920s, most control chart

developments have been distribution-based procedures in the sense that the process

output is assumed to follow a specified probability distribution (normal for continuous

measurements and binomial or Poisson for attribute data). Due to Deming's influence

and their widespread adoption as one of the seven basic tools of total quality

management (TQM), control charts have been applied to processes where data may be

markedly nonnormal. In this article, we propose a distribution-free (or nonparametric)

statistical quality control chart for monitoring a process center. The proposed chart is of

the Shewhart type and is based on the signed-ranks of grouped observations. The exact

false alarm rate and the in-control average run length of the proposed chart are

computed by using the null distribution of the well-known Wilcoxon signed-rank

statistic. The out-of-control run lengths are computed exactly for normal underlying

distributions and by simulation for uniform, double exponential, and Cauchy shift



 

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 907 partners store and access personal data,

like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device.

Selecting "I Accept" enables tracking technologies to

support the purposes shown under "we and our partners

process data to provide," whereas selecting "Reject All" or

withdrawing your consent will disable them. If trackers are

disabled, some content and ads you see may not be as

relevant to you. You can resurface this menu to change your

choices or withdraw consent at any time by clicking the

["privacy preferences"] link on the bottom of the webpage

[or the floating icon on the bottom-left of the webpage, if

applicable]. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy. Here

We and our partners process data to provide:

U i l ti d t A ti l d i

I Accept

Reject All

Show Purpose

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/engineering-and-technology
https://www.tandfonline.com/lqen20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/lqen20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/lqen20/16/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/lqen20/16/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/lqen20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bakir%2C+Saad+T
https://doi.org/10.1081/QEN-120038022
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5943&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-mathstats&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1081%2FQEN-120038022&pubId=44686446&placeholderId=1074&productId=1843
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1081/QEN-120038022?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1081/QEN-120038022?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1081/QEN-120038022?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1081/QEN-120038022?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1081/QEN-120038022?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1081/QEN-120038022?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1081/QEN-120038022
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1081%2FQEN-120038022&title=A%20Distribution-Free%20Shewhart%20Quality%20Control%20Chart%20Based%20on%20Signed-Ranks%3A%20Quality%20Engineering%3A%20Vol%2016%2C%20No%204
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


alternatives. Efficiency studies show that the proposed chart is more efficient than the

traditional Shewhart X-bar chart under heavy-tailed distributions (the double

exponential and the Cauchy) but is less efficient under light-tailed distributions (the

uniform and the normal).
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