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Abstract

Forecasts of high tourism growth in developing nations, where widespread poverty

exists, has led to considerable interest in tourism as a tool for poverty alleviation.

Powerful bureaucratic and business alliances have been forged to expand this

programme. International development agencies are also turning to tourism as a way of

alleviating poverty. This is sometimes termed ‘pro-poor tourism’ (PPT). Distinguished

from other forms of ‘alternative tourisms’ such as ecotourism and community-based

tourism, the stakeholders involved in this enterprise are no less divided. Ideological

divisions manifest themselves in the political struggle over how tourism in developing

countries should unfold. This paper identifies the different sustainability positions of

prominent pro-poor tourism stakeholders and considers the implications for meeting

pro-poor and sustainability objectives. Generally, tourism is too often regarded a

panacea without an attendant recognition that, like any other industrial activity,

tourism is highly political. As a global industry, tourism operates within a neo-liberal

market economy which presents severe challenges to meeting pro-poor and

 Log in  |  Register



About Cookies On This Site

We and our partners use cookies to enhance your website

experience, learn how our site is used, offer personalised

features, measure the effectiveness of our services, and

tailor content and ads to your interests while you navigate

on the web or interact with us across devices. You can

choose to accept all of these cookies or only essential

cookies. To learn more or manage your preferences, click

“Settings”. For further information about the data we collect

from you, please see our Privacy Policy

Accept All

Essential Only

Settings

https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/rcit20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rcit20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rcit20/10/2-3
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rcit20/10/2-3
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rcit20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Chok%2C+Stephanie
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Macbeth%2C+Jim
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Warren%2C+Carol
https://doi.org/10.2167/cit303
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5926&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-builtenvironment&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.2167%2Fcit303&pubId=40348009&placeholderId=1074&productId=1798
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.2167/cit303?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.2167/cit303?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.2167/cit303?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.2167/cit303?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2167/cit303
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showLogin?uri=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.2167%2Fcit303
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/registration?redirectUri=%2F
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


sustainable development objectives. This paper therefore recommends a fundamental

re-evaluation of tourism's pro-poor potential in the absence of significant commitment

to directly address structural inequities which exacerbate poverty and constrain pro-

poor attempts.
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