
Home   All Journals   Tourism, Hospitality and Events   Current Issues in Tourism   List of Issues

 Volume 10, Issue 2-3   Tourism as a Tool for Poverty Alleviatio ....

Volume 10, 2007 - Issue 2-3

Current Issues in Tourism 

7,703

Views  

202

CrossRef citations to date 

1

Altmetric

Articles

Tourism as a Tool for Poverty Alleviation: A

Critical Analysis of ‘Pro-Poor Tourism’ and

Implications for Sustainability
,Stephanie Chok  &Jim Macbeth Carol Warren

Pages 144-165 | Published online: 22 Dec 2008

 Cite this article   https://doi.org/10.2167/cit303

     References  Citations   Metrics   Reprints & Permissions

 Read this article  Share

Abstract

Forecasts of high tourism growth in developing nations, where widespread poverty

exists, has led to considerable interest in tourism as a tool for poverty alleviation.

Powerful bureaucratic and business alliances have been forged to expand this

programme. International development agencies are also turning to tourism as a way of

alleviating poverty. This is sometimes termed ‘pro-poor tourism’ (PPT). Distinguished

from other forms of ‘alternative tourisms’ such as ecotourism and community-based

tourism, the stakeholders involved in this enterprise are no less divided. Ideological

divisions manifest themselves in the political struggle over how tourism in developing

countries should unfold. This paper identifies the different sustainability positions of

prominent pro-poor tourism stakeholders and considers the implications for meeting

pro-poor and sustainability objectives. Generally, tourism is too often regarded a
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Sustainable tourism as an adaptive paradigm

panacea without an attendant recognition that, like any other industrial activity,

tourism is highly political. As a global industry, tourism operates within a neo-liberal

market economy which presents severe challenges to meeting pro-poor and

sustainable development objectives. This paper therefore recommends a fundamental

re-evaluation of tourism's pro-poor potential in the absence of significant commitment

to directly address structural inequities which exacerbate poverty and constrain pro-

poor attempts.

Keywords:

pro-poor tourism poverty alleviation sustainability political economy of tourism development

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

202

Pro-poor Tourism: a critique 

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fj.annals.2004.11.005&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.4324%252F9780203422779&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fs0305-750x%252803%252900018-4&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1191%252F1464993405ps099oa&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F14766820508668662&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F095624789500700106&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F09669580508668481&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fs0160-7383%252897%252900036-4&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/pro-poor+tourism
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/poverty+alleviation
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/sustainability
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/political+economy+of+tourism+development
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01436590802105983


David Harrison

Third World Quarterly

Published online: 6 Jun 2008

Tourism and poverty reduction: theory and practice in less economically developed countries

Anna Spenceley et al.

Journal of Sustainable Tourism

Published online: 23 Mar 2012



Pro-Poor Tourism: Is There Value Beyond the Rhetoric?

Regina Scheyvens

Tourism Recreation Research

Published online: 12 Jan 2015



View more

https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Harrison%2C+David
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09669582.2012.668909
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Spenceley%2C+Anna
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02508281.2009.11081590
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Scheyvens%2C+Regina


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

