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Abstract

Purpose: To report on two patients with refractory uveitis treated with tocilizumab; a

new humanized monoclonal antibody against the interleukin-6 receptor (IL-6R).

Design: Retrospective interventional case series.

Methods: Both patients received a monthly infusion of tocilizumab 8 mg/kg; associated

with corticosteroids. Outcome measures were visual acuity and central retinal thickness

evaluated with optical coherence tomography.

Results: An improvement in visual acuity and a decrease in macular edema were

observed in these two patients.



 

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/medicine-dentistry-nursing-and-allied-health
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/ioii20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/ioii20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/ioii20/19/5
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/ioii20/19/5
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/ioii20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Muselier%2C+Aurore
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bielefeld%2C+Philip
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bidot%2C+Samuel
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Vinit%2C+Julien
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Besancenot%2C+Jean-Fran%C3%A7ois
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bron%2C+Alain
https://doi.org/10.3109/09273948.2011.606593
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5944&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-medicine&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.3109%2F09273948.2011.606593&pubId=48303697&placeholderId=1074&productId=1844
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.3109/09273948.2011.606593?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.3109/09273948.2011.606593?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.3109/09273948.2011.606593?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.3109/09273948.2011.606593?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.3109/09273948.2011.606593?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.3109/09273948.2011.606593?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.3109/09273948.2011.606593
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.3109%2F09273948.2011.606593&title=Efficacy%20of%20Tocilizumab%20in%20Two%20Patients%20with%20anti-TNF-alpha%20Refractory%20Uveitis%3A%20Ocular%20Immunology%20and%20Inflammation%3A%20Vol%2019%2C%20No%205
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1


Related Research Data

Clinical Review: Anti-TNFα Therapies in Uveitis: Perspective on 5 Years of Clinical

Experience

Source: Ocular Immunology and Inflammation

Tocilizumab for rheumatoid and juvenile idiopathic arthritis

Source: The Lancet

The role of cytokines in the regulation of ocular autoimmune inflammation

Source: Cytokine & Growth Factor Reviews

Involvement of Th17 cells and the effect of anti-IL-6 therapy in autoimmune uveitis

Source: Rheumatology

Blockade of interleukin-6 signaling suppresses experimental autoimmune uveoretinitis

by the inhibition of inflammatory Th17 responses

Source: Experimental Eye Research

 

Linking provided by  

Conclusions: Tocilizumab seems to be a promising treatment in refractory uveitis. A

prospective study is needed to evaluate the role of this new agent in the management

of refractory uveitis.

Keywords::

Immunosuppressive therapy Refractory uveitis Tocilizumab Uveitis

Declaration of interest: The authors report no conflicts of interest. The authors alone

are responsible for the content and writing of the paper.

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

76

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.3109%252F09273940903072443&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fs0140-6736%252808%252960428-6&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fj.cytogfr.2007.01.012&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1093%252Frheumatology%252Fken489&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fj.exer.2010.04.009&type=Scholix
https://scholexplorer.openaire.eu/
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Immunosuppressive+therapy
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Refractory+uveitis
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Tocilizumab
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Uveitis


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

Taylor and

Francis Group

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

