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Abstract

Objectives: Assess the socioeconomic costs of smoking in Lebanon and understand the
tobacco market and identify the winners and losers from the Lebanese tobacco trade.
Methods: We take a close look at the market for tobacco and related markets to identify
the main stakeholders and estimate the direct costs and benefits of tobacco. We also
estimate lower bounds for the costs of tobacco, in terms of lost productivity, the cost of
medical treatment, lost production due to premature death, and environmental
damage. The paucity of data means our cost estimates are conservative lower bounds
and we explicitly list the effects that we are unable to include. Results: We identify the
main actors in the tobacco trade: the Régie (the state-owned monopoly which regulates
the tobacco trade), tobacco farmers, international tobacco companies, local
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distributors, retailers, consumers, and advertising firms. We identify as proximate
actors the Ministries of Finance and Health, employers, and patients of smoking-related
illnesses. In 2008, tobacco trade in Lebanon led to a total social cost of $326.7 million
(1.1% of GDP). Conclusion: Low price tags on imported cigarettes not only increase
smoking prevalence, but they also result in a net economic loss. Lebanese
policymakers should consider the overall deficit from tobacco trade and implement the
guidelines presented in the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control to at once
increase government revenue and reduce government outlays, and save the labor

market and the environment substantial costs.
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Notes

1 The four other countries that grow tobacco on more than 1% of their agricultural land:
Malawi, North and South Korea, and Macedonia (Eriksen et al., 2012).

2 Tiihonen et al. (2012) show that smokers in Finland had a shorter lifespan of 8.6 years

on average compared to nonsmokers. This mapped into lower total health costs for
smokers and forgone pension income corresponding to an average of 7.3 years. The
authors found that from a strict fiscal perspective, smokers had a substantial positive
net contribution to public finance. Yet when a quality-adjusted life year cost was

introduced (QALY), nonsmokers were found to have a beneficial net effect on society.

Related Research Data

The effect of taxation on tobacco consumption and public revenues in Lebanon
Source: Tobacco Control

Linking Global Youth Tobacco Survey (GYTS) Data to the WHO Framework Convention
on Tobacco Control (FCTC): The Case for Mexico

Source: Preventive Medicine

World Development indicators

Source: Mendeley Data

Knowledge, attitudes, and practices of argileh (water pipe or hubble-bubble) and
cigarette smoking among pregnant women in Lebanon

Source: Addictive Behaviors

The net effect of smoking on healthcare and welfare costs. A cohort study
Source: BMJ Open


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1136%252Ftobaccocontrol-2012-050703&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fj.ypmed.2008.02.015&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.17632%252Fzcvgc6m58h.1&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fj.addbeh.2004.04.008&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1136%252Fbmjopen-2012-001678&type=Scholix

The AUB Neighborhood Initiative
Source: Unknown Repository

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
24

Information for Open access
Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals
Editors Open Select
Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom
Accelerated publication All journals
Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
oRDBSN

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy e Taylor & Francis

by informase-
Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1057%252F9781137266200.0014&type=Scholix
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

