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I enjoyed reading this book for several reasons. Among them was the author’s
style of writing. Aside from a few equations in the last section, the prose is disar-
mingly simple, which suggests that the author wished to write a book that could be
read at two levels. On one level, the text is a somewhat informal non-technical
introduction to three formative philosopher-economists. On another it is a fairly
complex, nuanced and informed exposition of several themes in the history of
economic thought that closes with a meditation on the relationship between the
ideas of the three featured thinkers and debates still current today.

As Pack makes clear, Anstotle, Smith and Marx were substantial contributors
to many of the ideas and categories of thought that remain at the core of what
many, if not most of us, understand to be ‘common sense.” Pack demonstrates
the power and importance of these connections through a close study of several
important ideas and issues. Among them are the ontology of exchange and
money, the relationship between economic activities and the character of individ-
uals, the relationship between the economy and the government, and the views of
each of these thinkers on the interdependent evolution of economies and societies.

Of these, what most distinguishes this book from other studies in the history
of economic thought is its highlighting of how each featured author conceived of
the interrelationship between economic activities and the formation of character.
This question, as historians of economic thought know, was present from the
beginning of classical political economy. It was not without interest to the first
or even second generation of neoclassical theorists who, let us recall, came into
economics at a ume when Darwin and evolutionary social science were In
vogue. However, as the 20th century progressed, and the neoclassical school
became increasingly dominant and formalized, consideration of these issues
came to be sidelined. By the 1950s, the mainstream of Anglo-American
economics took the ‘preferences’ of individuals to be a datum upon which
formal economic models were to be built. In such an environment character,
and how it might be modified by economic activity, was no longer a question
of interest to professional economists.

By giving prominence to such concerns, Pack is implicitly critical of the self-
imposed boundaries of contemporary economics and its framing of policy discus-
sions. Such parameters would have been incomprehensible to Anstotle, who

Log in via your institution

> Access through your institution

Log in to Taylor & Francis Online



https://www.tandfonline.com/action/ssostart?redirectUri=%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1080%2F09538259.2013.837321

> Login

Restore content access

% Restore content access for purchases made as guest

Purchase options * Save for later

PDF download + Online access
e 48 hours access to article PDF & online version

e Article PDF can be downloaded

» Article PDF can be printed
EUR 48.00 W Add to

cart

Issue Purchase
» 30 days online access to complete issue

» Article PDFs can be downloaded
o Article PDFs can be printed

EUR 419.00

* Local tax will be added as applicable

Related Research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
1

Technical progress, capital accumulation and income distribution in Classical economics: Adam Smith,
David Ricardo and Karl Marx >

Heinz D. Kurz
The European Journal of the History of Economic Thought
Published online: 14 Dec 2010


https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showRestoreContentAccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/saveItem?doi=10.1080/09538259.2013.837321
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/addToCart?id=SSHAP_N_2014-SSH%20ARTICLE%20PURCHASE%202026%20EURO%20%E2%82%AC-ELECTRONIC-EUR-10.1080/09538259.2013.837321-714575
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/addToCart?id=CRPEPF_ISS_2026-CRPEPF_ISS_2026_Z5-ELECTRONIC-EUR-10.1080/09538259.2013.837321-720458
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09672567.2010.522242?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Kurz%2C+Heinz+D

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
X JinJe kol

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy e Taylor& Francis

by informae--
Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

