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Under President Michel Temer, Brazil takes a decisive turn away from regional
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MICHAEL FOX

Brazil Rolls Back

Regional Integration
Under President Michel Temer, Brazil takes a decisive turn away from regional
integration, towards courting the United States and pushing free trade.

O n May 31, Defense Minister Raul Jungmann
announced that Brazil had signed an agree-
ment with the United States, permitting the
use of its Alcantara missile base in Maranhao. The
news came less than a month after the United States
reported it would be joining Brazil and nine other
countries, including Argentina, Canada, and Chile, for
joint military exercises in the Amazon in November
near the Brazilian border with Peru and Colombia. 1t
will be the first time U.5. troops will participate in any
kind of military exercisesin the Amazon.

These collaborations would have been unthinkable
in Brazil only a year and a half ago, under the Workers
Party government of Dilma Rousseff, and are indica-
tive of the larger foreign policy abour-face that has tak-
en shape under the government of current president
Michel Temer. Gone is the embrace of regional inte-
gration and South-South ties. Brazil is back to court-
ing the United States and pushing free trade.

The very day after Brazil's Lower House voted to
remove President Rousseff from office, the head of
Brazil’s Senate Foreign Relations Commirtee, Aloysio
Nunes, traveled to Washington, in part to assuage con-
cems abroad that the impeachment had indeed been a
legislative coup. Nunes was the vice presidential can-
didate for the righ1 wing Brazilian Social Democracy
Party (PSDB) in the 2014 elections against Rousseff
and an active proponent of Rousseff's impeachment.

A month later, Temer’s first Foreign Minister, Jose
Serra, visited the country’s closest nght-wing ally:
Argentina under President Mauricio Macri. Serra,
who stepped down from his post this February, citing
health reasons, was the former presidential candidate
for the PSDB. He lost to both Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva,

in 2002 and Rousseff in the 2010 elections. After his
resignation, Nunes replaced Serra as Foreign Minister.

Ai;cnrding w a 2009 WikiLeaks memo from the
U.5. Embassy in Brazil, Serra had promised Chevron
that he would look to open massive offshore oil re-
serves for foreign companies if elected in 2010. He
drafted legislation in the Senate, proposing to do just
that. Congressapproved it late last year, in amove that
many on the left saw as an attack on Brazilian sover-
eignty and a step toward privatization.

In his ransition speech last spring, Serra promised
to push for free rade and develop greater relations
with Brazil's “traditional partners:” Europe, the United
States, and Japan. Serra also took a jab at the previous
governments' ﬁ1rci5n p:llc}' appm:n;h. "Dlphmnt‘}'
will once again reflect the values of Brazilian sociay
and the interest of its economy, and no longer be at the
service of the ideological preferences of one political
panty and its allies abroad.” he said.

Foreign policy had indeed topped the agenda for
the Workers Party governments of Lula and Rousseff.
Under Lula, Brazil was finally accepted as a player
in the global geopolitical arena. In Ocrober 2009,
Foreign Policy magazine blogger David Rothkopf called
Brazil's Foreign Minister Celso Amorim “the world's
hest Erﬂ:lgn minister.” Backed 1!}; high q,'ornmudil}'
prices and a strong economy, Brazil helped to unite
the G20 group of developing nations as a counterbal-
ance to U.5. and Eurgpean interests amid the global
financial downturn in 2009, Lula forged relations
with Africa and the BRICS couniries, negotiated the
Iran-Turkey-Brazil nuclear deal in Ma}" 2010, and
called for the democratization of the United Martions.
By 2016, Workers Party governments had opened 48
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