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Reducing Noise Pollution from
Commercial Shipping in the Channel
Islands National Marine Sanctuary:

A Case Study in Marine Protected Area
Management of Underwater Noise

ANGELA M. Haren, MPP

1. INTRODUCTION

International concern aboutthe impact of noise pollution in our world’s oceans
is growing due to the mounting scientific evidence that anthropogenic noise
can harm and even kill marine species, including many endangered marine
mammals. This evidence calls for a decision on what could and should be
done to mitigate the effects of noise pollution.

One important step is to safeguard Marine Protected Areas from an-
thropogenic noise because these areas are ecologically rich and are often
critical habitat for marine mammals and fish. Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)
are designated portions of the ocean that are established as a policy tool for
many reasons. There are many types of MPAs found all over the world and
the potential to use them as a policy tool to regulate underwater noise is
significant.”

In the United States, the National Marine Sanctuaries Act of 1972
(NMSA) authorizes the designation of National Marine Sanctuaries based
on conservational, recreational, ecological, historical, scientific, educational,
cultural, archeological, or esthetic qualities; communities of living marine
resources it harbors; or its resource or human-use value." While National
Marine Sanctuaries are multiple-use areas, the NMSA emphasizes that one
of the express purposes of a sanctuary is to “maintain the natural biological

' UCLA School of Public Affairs, Master of Public Policy 2005.

'For a mare comprehensive examination of the potential effectiveness of using MPAs to mgulate
underwater noise see also Elena McCarthy. Infernational Regulation of Underwater Sound: Establishing
Rudes and Standards 1o Address Ocean Noise Pollution ( Boston: Kluwer Academic Press, 2004),

TNMSA E303 (a)(2).
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