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Teaching Tourism Geography

DEBORAH CHE

Depariment of Geography, Kansas State University, Kansas, USA

At the 2008 Annual Meeting of the Association of Amencan Geographers held in
Boston, geographers shared their experiences on team-based and c¢ntical teaching ap-
proaches, study abroad, service leaming and programme development as participants
in a panel on “Tounsm Geography Education’. Lorn Krebs ( De partment of Geography,
Salem State College) discussed team-based approaches, which were developed to deal
with issues raised during assessments of the department and its lounsm programme,
as well as m student assessments. For this course, which covered introductory travel
and tourism topics, the economic fundamentals of vanous travel sectors, and basic
tools necessary for effective decision making, Krebs emphasized team-based discus-
sion, problem solving and decision making through the use of destination markeling,
sustainable tourism, revenue management and technology case sudies and a final
project. While challenging, the team-based approach resulted in near-perfect atten-
dance, improved group dynamics and student accountability to one another, enhanced
student work and performance, and grealer understanding of tourism geography con-
cepts. According o Krebs, key elements in the success of the course included a good
textbook: comrelated course goals, assignments and assessment; and the mstructors
creating the groups and requiring that their members remain constant over the term.
Assessment, via immedate individual and team assessment tests, case studies and
group project scores based on individual contnbutions and participation and peer
evaluation, was also crucial to the outcome.

Zoe Meletis (Department of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism Management, Uni-
versily of Northern Brtish Columbia) discussed another teaching challenge - that
of incorporating critical, political economy/ecology perspectives on tourism through
topics, such as imbalance s in consumption, impacts on host communities and environ-
mental justice. To pro-tourism students, much of the largely critical, geography-based
scholarship in tourism was viewed as depressing and negative. Meletis recommended
weaving in cntical perspectives via a more palatable *spoonful’ approach. For in-
stance, by using case studies, such as Jeff Sasha Davis’ work on Bikini Atoll, with

Carrespondence Address: Debarah Che, Kansas State University — Geography, 118 Seaton Hall Manhattan
Kansas 66506, USA. Fax: TE5-532-7310; Tel.: 785-532-M08;: Email: dchef@k -state edu

ISSN 1461-6688 Print/1470-1340 Online 0900 1001 204 © 2009 Taylor & Francis
DOL: 10,1080/ 1461 668080264 31367

Log in via your institution

¥ Access through your institution



https://www.tandfonline.com/action/ssostart?redirectUri=%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1080%2F14616680802643367

Log in to Taylor & Francis Online

> Login
Restore content access

% Restore content access for purchases made as guest

Purchase options * Save for later

PDF download + Online access
e 48 hours access to article PDF & online version

» Article PDF can be downloaded
» Article PDF can be printed

EUR 48.00 W Add to

cart

Issue Purchase
» 30 days online access to complete issue

» Article PDFs can be downloaded
o Article PDFs can be printed

EUR 229.00 -

* Local tax will be added as applicable

Related Research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
18


https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showRestoreContentAccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/saveItem?doi=10.1080/14616680802643367
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/addToCart?id=SSHAP_N_2014-SSH%20ARTICLE%20PURCHASE%202026%20EURO%20%E2%82%AC-ELECTRONIC-EUR-10.1080/14616680802643367-714575
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/addToCart?id=RTXGPF_ISS_2026-RTXGPF_ISS_2026_Z5-ELECTRONIC-EUR-10.1080/14616680802643367-718422

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources
by email

9 Sign me up
O"M
You N
0
Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions P Taylor and

Francis Group
Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

