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BOOK REVIEW

Isabel Molina-Guzman. Dangerous Curves: Latina Bodies in the
Media. New York, NY: New York University Press, 2010, 256 pp.,
ISBN No. 0814757367 (paperback).

Angharad N. Valdivia. Latina/os and the Media. Malden, MA: Pol-
ity, 2010, 216 pp., ISBN No. 0745640079 (hardcover).

Reviewed by Zachary Ingle
University of Kansas

CONCERNING J.LO'S BOOTY AND “UGLY" AMERICA

In the burgeoning field of Latin@ media studies, these two books—Isabel
Molina-Guzman's Dangerous Curves: Latina Bodies in the Media and
Angharad N. Valdivia's Latina/os and the Media—are both positioned as
key texts, despite covering similar territory. Molina-Guzman and Valdivia
are colleagues in the Latina/o Studies program at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign and have also coauthored at least one article before.
Building off of works such as Rosa Linda Fregoso's The Bronze Screen and
Charles Ramirez Berg's Latino Images in Film: Stereotypes, Subversion,
Resistance, Valdivia and Molina-Guzman expand the scope of these earlier
works by examining not only film but also television, popular music,
magazines, newspapers, the Internet, and other mass media. Both argue that
Latinidad is situated in mass media as a hybrid identity space and that these
signifiers of Latinidad shape the national conscious about Latin@s but also
help build the “imagined community™ (per Benedict Anderson) of Latin@s.

The title Dangerous Curves alludes to how Latina bodies are portrayed in
the media and how they require a Foucauldian “disciplining of the body”
(whether it be Jennifer Lopez’s booty or America Ferrera as **Ugly Betty,”
a model for plus-sized young women) and thus “controlled and patrolled.”
The five chapters center around case studies. Although the author’s choice

160

Log in via your institution

¥ Access through your institution



https://www.tandfonline.com/action/ssostart?redirectUri=%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1080%2F15205436.2011.634537

Log in to Taylor & Francis Online

> Login
Restore content access

% Restore content access for purchases made as guest

Purchase options * Save for later

PDF download + Online access
e 48 hours access to article PDF & online version

» Article PDF can be downloaded
» Article PDF can be printed

EUR 48.00 W Add to

cart

Issue Purchase
» 30 days online access to complete issue

» Article PDFs can be downloaded
o Article PDFs can be printed

EUR 223.00

* Local tax will be added as applicable

Related Research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by

Brain, Brow, and Booty: Latina Iconicity in U.S. Popular Culture >

ISABEL MOLINA GUZMAN et al.
The Communication Review
Published online: 11 Aug 2010


https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showRestoreContentAccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/saveItem?doi=10.1080/15205436.2011.634537
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/addToCart?id=SSHAP_N_2014-SSH%20ARTICLE%20PURCHASE%202026%20EURO%20%E2%82%AC-ELECTRONIC-EUR-10.1080/15205436.2011.634537-714575
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/addToCart?id=HMCSPF_ISS_2026-HMCSPF_ISS_2026_Z5-ELECTRONIC-EUR-10.1080/15205436.2011.634537-718288
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10714420490448723?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/GUZM%C3%81N%2C+ISABEL+MOLINA

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
X JinJe kol

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy e Taylor& Francis

by informae--
Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

