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Alec Baldwin’s appearances on Saturday Night Live: tangerine
wig, Twitter backlash, and the humanising of President
Donald J. Trump
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Depatment of Communication, Loyola University Maryland, Baltimore, MD, USA
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For more than three years, Alec Baldwin, comic actor and recurring Saturday Night Live host,
has been making regular guest appearances on the NBC variety programme clad in
a tangerine wig and business suit (Nir 2016). These appearances, which began in
October 2016 when Donald Trump was still just the Republican candidate for the US
Presidency, have continued well into Trump's first term as president (Politi 2016). In fact,
since the fall of 2016, the cast of SNL has taken great pains to mock key figures in the Trump
administration and the surrounding Republican orbit with special guests and cast regulars.
(Brice-Saddler 2018).

Many have compared this SNL effort to the Tina Fey/Sarah Palin parodies from the 2008
election that had a clear effect on perceptions of the McCain/Palin ticket and the like-
lihood of voting for the Republican party (Baumgartner et al. 2012). The central argument
is that SNL has again moved away from light-hearted parody to more satirical and pointed
political caricatures (Robinson 2018). Rather than simply mock when it comes to Trump
and his presidency, SNL is in full-on attack mode (ltzkoff 2017).

Despite SNL's efforts to paint a broad picture of the Trump administration, Baldwin's
continued portrayal of Trump truly stands out as historically significant. What began as an
engaging comic exercise for Baldwin has turned into a bit of a political and professional
burden (Jones 2017). Buoyed by the initial public reaction to the sketches, Baldwin has
certainly earned critical acclaim and accolades for his multiple performances as the faux
Commander-in-Chief — including a 2017 Emmy award (Otterson 2017).

At the same time, Baldwin also bore the brunt of Trump's criticism of SNL on Twitter
(Nir 2011). The increasing vitriol of the online attacks by @RealDonaldTrump not only led
Baldwin to start to fear for the safety of his family (Stelter 2019), but also made the comic
actor publicly lament that his impersonations may be helping rather than hurting Trump,
bringing beneficial media attention to a very image conscious president (Barbaro 2016;
Evans 2019). With the Trump presidency an established political reality, it is now apparent
that Baldwin's satire has morphed into Trump's strategic communication advantage as
the comedic appropriation of Trump has come to bolster the President’s public persona
(Canellos 2019).

CONTACT Amy B. Becker () abbecker@loyola.edu
© 2020 Informa UK Limited, trading as Taylor & Francis Group

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author.

Additional information



INoteS on contributors

Amy B. Becker

Amy B. Becker is an Associate Professor in the Department of
Communication at Loyola University Maryland in Baltimore, MD. Her
research examines public opinion towards controversial issues, the
implications of new media technologies, and the political effects of
exposure and attention to political entertainment including late night
comedy.

Log in via your institution

¥ Access through your institution

Log in to Taylor & Francis Online

> Login
Restore content access

% Restore content access for purchases made as guest

Purchase options * Save for later

PDF download + Online access
e 48 hours access to article PDF & online version

» Article PDF can be downloaded
» Article PDF can be printed

EUR 48.00 W Add to
cart



https://www.tandfonline.com/action/ssostart?redirectUri=%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1080%2F19392397.2019.1708024
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showRestoreContentAccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/saveItem?doi=10.1080/19392397.2019.1708024
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/addToCart?id=SSHAP_N_2014-SSH%20ARTICLE%20PURCHASE%202026%20EURO%20%E2%82%AC-ELECTRONIC-EUR-10.1080/19392397.2019.1708024-714575

Issue Purchase
» 30 days online access to complete issue

e Article PDFs can be downloaded
» Article PDFs can be printed

EUR 195.00 ® Add to

cart

* Local tax will be added as applicable

Related Research @&

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
6

Trump Trumps Baldwin? How Trump’s Tweets Transform SNL into Trump’s Strategic Advantage >

Amy B. Becker
Journal of Political Marketing
Published online: 21 Dec 2017


https://www.tandfonline.com/action/addToCart?id=RCELPF_ISS_2026-RCELPF_ISS_2026_Z5-ELECTRONIC-EUR-10.1080/19392397.2019.1708024-717636
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15377857.2017.1411860?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Becker%2C+Amy+B

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
X JinJe kol

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy e Taylor& Francis

by informae--
Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

