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Elliot Hen-Tov

Understanding Iran’s New
Authoritarianism

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's victory in the June 2005 Iranian presi-
dential elections and his confrontational politics highlight two remarkable
aspects of Iran's political development. First, it indicates that Iran is in fact
undergoing a gradual process of regime change, not moving toward democra-
tization but rather modifying Iran's brand of authoritarianism. It constitutes
the beginning of a marked shift from the existing clerical theocracy toward a
more conventional authoritarian regime. Two threats have created the need
for more effective authoritarian governance to secure Iran's clerical regime:
the internal challenge by the reformist opposition and the external threat of
U.S. intervention posed to Iran in the post-September 11 world. This tran-
sition will therefore see remnant democratic features erode as the evolving
regime concentrates power among a small number of key decisionmaking
centers. Similar to other authoritarian regimes, the role of the military-secu-
rity apparatus will be enhanced, as will the regime's dependence on tools of
patronage or repression to assert full control.

Second, in contrast to many ill-fated predictions regarding Iran, the do-
mestic political economy underpinning the regime is surprisingly stable in the
medium term. Profound structural problems in Iran’s economy will prevent
the leadership from implementing the China model—authoritarianism with
high economic growth—but Iran’s oil-based economy nevertheless provides
the regime with sufficient resources to satisfy its supporter base and discour-
age opposition. If anything, the potential but unlikely international isolation
of Iran if Tehran mishandles its apparent quest for nuclear weapons repre-
sents a greater threat to regime stability than Iran’s economic condition.
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fairs in the Department of Near Eastern Studies at Princeton Universirty.

© 2006-07 by The Center for Strategic and International Studies and the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
The Washington Quarterly = 30:1 pp. 163-179.

THE WasHINGTON QuARTERLY m WinTER 2006-07 163

Additional information

Notes on contributors



B0t rien-1ov
Elliot Hen-Tov is a doctoral candidate specializing in contemporary Iranian
and Turkish affairs in the Department of Near Eastern Studies at Princeton

University.

< Previous article View issue table of contents Next article >

Log in via your institution

> Access through your institution

Log in to Taylor & Francis Online

> Login
Restore content access

% Restore content access for purchases made as guest

Purchase options * Save for later

Article Purchase
e 48 hours access to article PDF & online version

e Article PDF can be downloaded
» Article PDF can be printed

Issue Purchase
» 30 days online access to complete issue

e Article PDFs can be downloaded
» Article PDFs can be printed

EUR 217.00 W Add to

cart

* Local tax will be added as applicable


https://www.tandfonline.com/action/ssostart?redirectUri=%2Fdoi%2Fpdf%2F10.1162%2Fwash.2006-07.30.1.163
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showRestoreContentAccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/saveItem?doi=10.1162/wash.2006-07.30.1.163
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1162/wash.2006-07.30.1.151
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rwaq20/30/1?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1162/wash.2006-07.30.1.181
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/addToCart?id=RWAQ_ARTICLEPRICING_2014-ELECTRONIC-EUR-10.1162/WASH.2006-07.30.1.163-689291
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/addToCart?id=RWAQPF_ISS_2026-RWAQPF_ISS_2026_Z5-ELECTRONIC-EUR-10.1162/WASH.2006-07.30.1.163-718143

Related Research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by

10

Democracy promotion, authoritarian resiliency, and political unrest in Iran >

Glnes Murat Tezclr
Democratization
Published online: 28 Feb 2012

Political activism in Iran: strategies for survival, possibilities for resistance and authoritarianism >

Paola Rivetti
Democratization
Published online: 11 Jun 2017

Digital authoritarianism: a systematic literature review >

Tony Roberts et al.
Information Technology for Development
Published online: 24 Nov 2024

View more


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13510347.2012.641296?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Tezc%C3%BCr%2C+G%C3%BCne%C5%9F+Murat
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13510347.2017.1293658?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Rivetti%2C+Paola
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02681102.2024.2425352?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Roberts%2C+Tony

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
X JinJe kol

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy e Taylor& Francis

by informae--
Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

