
ABSTRACT RÉSUMÉ

Introduction of the harmonized sales tax has upset much of the BC public, particularly for its
perceived impact on the cost of living. This study examines misconceptions over the coverage,
operation, and consumer impacts of the HST relative to the retail sales tax that it replaced; the study
explains their structural and operational di�erences. Previous forecasts of the consumer impacts are
reviewed and tested by the first quantitative analysis for British Columbia based on data since the
HST was implemented. The key finding is that the HST has raised BC's cost of living by 0.5 to 0.6
percent, which is consistent with businesses having passed through to consumers all of their tax
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savings related to in-province sales. The study o�ers policy options for o�setting even the small
consumer impact of the HST and improving its public acceptance.

Get full access to this article

View all available purchase options and get full access to this article.

🔓GET ACCESS

ALREADY A SUBSCRIBER? SIGN IN AS AN INDIVIDUAL OR VIA YOUR INSTITUTION

References

SHOW ALL REFERENCES

View full text | Download PDF

Angus Reid Public Opinion“British Columbians Clearly More Upset than Ontarians over HST”.Ontario and BC Public

Opinion Poll, News release., 2010, September2

Google Scholar

Arnott, L.Letter to the editor.Vancouver Sun., 2010, June7

Google Scholar

Bank of CanadaMonetary Policy Report., 2010, AprilOttawa

Google Scholar

BC Ministry of FinanceBudget and Fiscal Plan 2010/11–2012/13., 2010, March, 2Victoria

Google Scholar

ABOUT US

UTP Distribution

U of T Bookstore

Careers

Accessibility

Environmental Policy

RESOURCES

Book Authors

Journals and Societies

Libraries

Booksellers

Open Access Newsletter Sign Up

https://utppublishing.com/action/showLogin?redirectUri=/doi/10.3138/cpp.37.2.139
https://utppublishing.com/action/ssostart?uri=/doi/10.3138/cpp.37.2.139
https://utppublishing.com/doi/full/10.3138/cpp.37.2.139
https://utppublishing.com/doi/pdf/10.3138/cpp.37.2.139?download=true
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=%E2%80%9CBritish+Columbians+Clearly+More+Upset+than+Ontarians+over+HST%E2%80%9D&publication_year=2010
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Letter+to+the+editor&author=L.+Arnott&publication_year=2010
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Monetary+Policy+Report&publication_year=2010
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Budget+and+Fiscal+Plan+2010%2F11%E2%80%932012%2F13&publication_year=2010
https://utpdistribution.com/
https://www.uoftbookstore.com/
https://utorontopress.com/careers/
https://utorontopress.com/accessibility/
https://utorontopress.com/environmental-policy/
https://utppublishing.com/publish-with-us/book-authors
https://utppublishing.com/publish-with-us/journals-societies
https://utppublishing.com/resources/for-libraries
https://utppublishing.com/resources/for-booksellers
https://utppublishing.com/resources/open-access
https://utppublishing.com/journals/cpp/news


Privacy Policy

PUBLICATIONS

Books

Journals

Subjects

Imprints

All Publications

CONNECT

ⓕ  Facebook

  X

  Instagram

  Linkedin

  YouTube

 © 2026 University of Toronto Press

Newsletter Sign Up

https://utorontopress.com/privacy-policy
https://utppublishing.com/action/showPublications?pubType=book
https://utppublishing.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://utppublishing.com/subjects
https://utppublishing.com/imprints
https://utppublishing.com/publications
https://www.facebook.com/utpress
https://twitter.com/utpress
https://www.instagram.com/utpress/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9341711
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPSBhzyG4cN2fUrTa9kYzaQ
https://utppublishing.com/
https://utppublishing.com/journals/cpp/news

